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Student-Led Business Grant Application Overview
Thank you for your interest in applying for funding to support the development and launch of a Student-Led Business (SLB). This grant is designed to support schools that do not currently operate an SLB in developing high-quality, sustainable experiences that align with Indiana’s Work-Based Learning (WBL) requirements, build meaningful student skills, and strengthen connections with industry and community partners.

In alignment with SLB models recognized by the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE), eligible models include School-Based Enterprises and Workplace Simulations.

Applications are due October 31, 2026. Priority consideration will be given to schools planning to launch their SLB on or before September 2027. Funds will be issued to selected awardees at the beginning of Q2 2027.

Selected schools will participate in regular implementation touchpoints with Ascend Indiana through 60-minute cohort meetings and 30-minute 1:1 support sessions to support the planning, development, and successful launch of their SLB. See the table below for the expected meeting cadence and participation requirements.

Cohort Participation & Meeting Expectations

	STUDENT-LED BUSINESS MICROGRANT MEETINGS

	 Timing
	Meeting Type
	Meeting Objectives

	December 2026
	In-Person Cohort Kickoff
	Welcome schools; review expectations and timeline; introduce toolkit and project lead

	January 2027
	Cohort Meeting
	Assess readiness; introduce toolkit; begin SLB design and business plan

	March 2027
	1:1 Check-Ins
	Review business plan and milestones; provide feedback; prepare for launch

	April 2027
	Cohort Meeting
	Begin implementation planning; develop launch timelines and responsibilities

	May 2027
	1:1 Check-Ins
	Review launch readiness; address roadblocks; establish next steps

	August 2027
	Cohort Meeting
	Celebrate launches; plan site visits; prepare to capture success stories

	November 2027
	Site Visits
	Showcase a couple SLBs; facilitate peer learning; identify successes and challenges

	December 2027
	1:1 Check-Ins
	Reflect on accomplishments; capture success stories and metrics; discuss continued support




Proposal Requirements

Proposals should clearly demonstrate:

· Administrative Support: Strong school and/or district leadership support for the launch and ongoing implementation of the SLB.
· Student Outcomes: Clearly defined outcomes for what students will learn, experience, and be able to demonstrate through participation.
· Industry Engagement: Intentional involvement of employers and industry partners in the design, launch, and/or ongoing operation of the SLB.
· Advanced Industry Alignment: Clear alignment to at least one of Indiana’s advanced industries – Agbioscience, Life Sciences, Advanced Manufacturing and Logistics, or Technology and an explanation of how the SLB will expose students to related industries, careers, and skills.
· Business Plan: A feasible, well-developed plan that demonstrates how the SLB will operate and be positioned for successful implementation.
· Funding Strategy: A thoughtful budget and funding strategy that supports both the initial launch and longer-term sustainability of the SLB.

Funding Parameters

Schools may request up to $5,000. The funds requested should support reasonable and necessary expenses directly related to the successful launch and implementation of the student-led business.
Student-Led Business Grant Application
Applicants must complete all sections. Responses should be specific, detailed, and aligned to the proposed implementation of the Student-Led Business (SLB).
	STUDENT-LED BUSINESS GRANT APPLICATION

	Applicant Information

	Education Institution:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	Proposed Name of SLB:
	

	Type of SLB (School-Based Enterprise or Workplace Simulations):
	

	School Website:
	

	Total School Enrollment:
	

	Does your school currently operate an SLB?
	

	Official Contact for Funding  

	Name:
	

	Title:
	

	Email:
	

	Phone:
	

	SLB Program Instructor/Coordinator/Advisor  

	Name:
	

	Title:
	

	Email:
	

	Phone:
	

	Administrative & Institutional Support  

	Describe the commitment from school administration in supporting the Student-Led Business.
	

	Identify the SLB advisor and describe the professional background or experience that qualifies them for this role.
	

	Describe any current partnerships with organizations that support work-based learning or career-connected education. If you have no current partnerships, explain why.
	

	Student Engagement & Learning Outcomes  

	How many students will your SLB serve each year?
	

	Provide evidence of sufficient student interest to launch and staff the SLB.
	

	What elements of the SLB will fulfill diploma seal requirements? Which seal(s)?

	

	Identify the Career and Technical Education (CTE) pathways or Programs of Study that will be integrated into the SLB.

	

	Industry & Community Partnerships  

	Identify employers in your community that you plan to partner with.
	

	Describe how employer partners will support student learning through mentorship, guidance, feedback, or real-world insight.
	

	Identify additional organizations or community partners whose support will be valuable.
	

	Business Plan & Implementation Readiness  

	Provide the target launch date for the Student-Led Business.
	

	Describe the SLB, its alignment to one of Indiana’s advanced industries (Agbioscienes, Life Sciences, Advanced Manufacturing and Logistics, and Technology), and explain the value it will provide to customers.
	

	Outline the primary roles and responsibilities students will perform in operating the SLB.
	

	Describe the source of materials, equipment, and operational resources required for launch.
	

	Budget & Funding Plan  

	Total funding requested (not to exceed $5,000).
	

	Identify additional funding sources and provide the total projected funding needed.
	

	Provide an overview of how grant funds will be used and how they will support successful launch and implementation of the SLB.
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